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FIVE COVENANT BALLET THEATRE OF BROOKLYN STUDENTS 

SELECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE AMERICAN BALLET 

THEATRE Project Plié  

 

On April 25, 2015, 57 students from various ballet schools in New York City attended the American 

Ballet Theatre Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School Bridge Class Audition, where 24 students and 2 

alternates were selected. 

Five students of Covenant Ballet Theatre of Brooklyn were selected to participate in the American 

Ballet Theatre’s Project Plié this September.  Congratulations to Apollo Aginsky, Sebastian Huynh, 

Michael Miller, Simona Garcia and Antonella Venetian.   Project Plié is a comprehensive initiative 

sponsored by the American Ballet Theatre to increase racial and ethnic representation in ballet and 

diversify America’s ballet companies.  Misty Copeland, principal ballerina and the first African 

American promoted to that level in the history of ABT, is the face of Project Plié.  Selected CBT 

students will take bridge classes at the JKO School and have the opportunity to study with the ABT JKO 

School faculty while remaining students of CBT. 

 
"I feel very excited to have the opportunity to experience what it is like to take class at ABT (JKO 

School). I feel lucky to get this chance!" joyously proclaimed by an elated Simona Garcia when she 

found out she was selected. 

 

Covenant Ballet Theatre of Brooklyn is dedicated to providing excellent, professional quality dance 

performances, as well as first-rate instruction that enables students at every level to achieve their full 

artistic potential.  Diversity and serving the underrepresented have always been a mission of CBT.  

Project Plié seeks to combine training and support of ballet students from these communities in 

American ballet companies by forming partnerships with professional ballet companies that are 

committed to diversity.  Covenant Ballet Theatre and Project Plié are therefore natural partners to 

pursue the common goal of encouraging greater diversity in the ballet arts and providing greater 

accessibility to underrepresented communities.   

 

 

http://www.covenantballet.org/
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Covenant Ballet Theatre of Brooklyn is proud to utilize the AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE® 

National Training Curriculum, a breakthrough 8 level program that combines high quality artistic 

training with the basics of dancer health and child development. The curriculum consists of a 

comprehensive set of age-appropriate, outcome-based guidelines to provide the highest quality ballet 

training to dance students of all ages and skill levels.  Dance instructions at CBT are delivered in a 

welcoming, non-competitive, cooperative, focused environment where even sincere novices find loving 

encouragement and individual guidance to bring out the best in them.  CBT seeks to foster an intelligent, 

holistic appreciation of dance as art in their students while improving their lives. 

Covenant Ballet Theatre of Brooklyn was founded by Marla Hirokawa in 1987 out of a conviction that 

serious ballet education would do more for the art form and the students than the “recital” school 

approach. Now a not-for-profit corporation, CBT continues to grow in diverse ways - finding strength in 

a diverse student population and an equally diverse staff.  More information can be found at it’s website 

at http://www.covenantballet.org. 

 

 
 
Photo: Students from Covenant Ballet Academy at the ABT JKO Project Plié Audition - clockwise from top left: Michael M, 

Natalie S, Simona G, Sebastian H, Jenna L, Antonella V, Princess H, Rebekah M. 
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